
Max L. Oleson

Max L. Oleson, age 78, of Madison, passed away on Tuesday, April 30, 2019 at his 
home surrounded by his family. He was born on Nov. 8, 1940, in Dodgeville, the son 
of Maurice and Erma (Edwards) Oleson.

Max graduated with a B.S. from UW Platteville in Agriculture Education and a minor
in Business Administration. He enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1960 and later received a
direct appointment in 1969 as a commissioned officer. 

Max and his former wife, Karen Olson, had one beloved son, Craig. He later met and 
married Nancy Schmidlkofer on Dec. 3, 1983 in Madison. 

While working as a senior credit officer for Farm Credit Services, Max was also a 
citizen soldier in the U.S. Army Reserve (USAR). Max retired as a Colonel from the 
USAR in 1999 after 36 years of service. He used his military service background as 
an Army Reserve Ambassador helping veterans in such organizations as the American
Red Cross, the American Legion, Military Officers Association of America, and 
Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve. Max built strong relationships with the 
Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs and was in contact with each member of 
the Wisconsin Congressional delegations. He commanded at multiple levels and held 
the Legion of Merit Award. Max was also actively involved with Kiwanis and Boy 
Scouts.



In his very little free time Max loved to golf, watch Packers and Badgers football 
games and work on his yard. 

 


